SureStart

department for

education and skills BTy

creating opportunity, releasing potential, achieving excellence National Strategy




Primary
education

Children transfer to Key Stage 3 at the end of
Year 6; most children will move to a secondary

school, though in some areas a system of middle
school education exists with children transferring
at the end of Year 4 or Year 5.
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Transferring from one key stage to another can be a
time of uncertainty for a child, even if they are not
moving to another school. It is important for all
concerned to be aware of this and to provide support
to help children make the move as smoothly as

possible.
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YOU CAN MAKE THE DIFFERENCE: YOU DON'T HAVE TO BE AN EXPERT

TO HELP YOUR CHILD LEARN
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Children
learn

from
birth

Play is central to children’s learning,
providing opportunities for them to
explore, develop their imagination,
communicate with others and extend
their language and thinking.

Talking with your children and
listening to what they have to say

telling them stories and sharing books,
teaching them rhymes, involving them in
any writing that takes place at home and
in any activities involving mathematics, will
all help to ensure that children grow and
develop successfully.

As children move through primary
school, they continue to need your
interest and support.

Find out what your children are
learning at school

encourage them to develop their interests,
help with homework, but most of all, talk with
them and listen to them.
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information

Working together to support your child’s learning
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Learning
takes place '
anywhere
and

everywhere

Play ‘I Spy’ on the bus to help recognise
the first sounds in words.

Get your child to help work out the cost of
that holiday you're planning.

Write the shopping list together, check the
items off as you select them at the shop,
count them as you unpack the shopping at
home.
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Work on the Internet together to plan a
research project or to e-mail relatives and
friends. Get your child to show you their
favourite websites.

When watching a film or TV programme, talk
about the characters and predict what they might
do next, or discuss the plot.
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Learning is
for life:
it starts

from birth
and continves
throughout our
lives

“Amy was helping me work out how

many tiles we needed for our new bathroom —
by using the methods she had been taught in
school. We solved it together and | learnt
something new!”

Amy's Dad

“I was always frightened of teaching her in the
wrong way — it’s all so different now.

The best advice | was given was to get Usha to
explain it to me. | learned something new and
she said this helped her to understand it
better.”

Usha’s Dad
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“I had to interview someone in my family.

I chose my granddad and he told me all about the
first moon landing — he watched it live on
television — he made it sound really exciting.

I didn’t know he was such a good storyteller.”
Andrew

“I was surprised at how much Jack could teach me
about using the Internet, but he needed my help
in understanding what was relevant to the project.
Tom's Dad

”
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Information

Some useful materials:

Learning Journey

Learning Journey, ages 3—7 (Ref: 0122/2000)
Learning Journey, ages 7-11 (Ref: 0123/2000)

Help your children learn
A series of 8 leaflets providing information and
guidance for parents (ref: HYCL/1-8)

Acknowledgement is made to Sally and Richard Greenhill for

photograph bottom left on the cover, top of page 3 and on page 6.
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SureStart — Birth to three matters
A framework for parents, carers and professionals to
support children in their earliest years (ref: BIRTH)

All available to download from
www.parentcentre.gov.uk/publications or by
telephoning 0845 6022260
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